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Over the past several months, the Minneota School District has explored and prepared for 

providing students with an alternative instructional method for days when classes are canceled 

due to bad weather. These are commonly referred to as an eDay or a digital learning day.  

  

A digital learning day means that students would receive learning activities and assignments 

that would be completed outside the regular school setting. Students would receive learning 

activities and assignments for each subject that would have taken place during a regular school 

day. Activities may involve online and/or offline resources. 

  

As we know, winter weather in southwest Minnesota can be quite disruptive due to the 

combination of snow and wind. The vision is that utilization of a digital learning day would 

count as a student day and eliminate having to make up that snow day on President’s Day, 

Easter Monday, or at the end of the school year.  The district will use up to 3 digital learning 

days or “digital snow days” as a means of counting that day.  

  

The digital snow day will look different for K-6 students in comparison to grades 7-12, as their 

lessons will not be online. They will be sent home in the form of an at-home folder. It will 

include activities for each subject they have.  Learning activities and assignments will also be 

posted through a “Digital Learning Day” link on each teacher’s website page. Assignments are 

aligned to the district’s curriculum and are set up for most students to complete independently. 

It is estimated that it will take students around 15-20 minutes per subject to complete their 

assignments. 

  

Teachers will be available to answer questions by email during the office hours of 7:45 a.m. 

until 3:45 p.m.  All elementary students will receive a paper copy in an at-home folder in 

addition to having the content viewable online. Grades 7-12 can expect to receive their 

activities and assignments through the school-issued devices that they take home daily.  

  

In the event that there is a school closing on a day after November 25, 2018, the school would 

identify through the SchoolMessenger System, that the day has been designated as a “Digital 

Learning Day,” and students would be expected to complete their assigned activities.  

  



With any new concept, it is anticipated that there will be some bumps, concerns, and 

opportunities for growth resulting from the utilization of a digital learning day. Our goal will be 

to continuously analyze the effectiveness of this learning concept. The fundamental idea of 

working and learning remotely reinforces 21st-century job and post-secondary educational 

opportunities. 

  

Please don’t hesitate to contact an administrator if you have questions or concerns.  Please find 

the frequently asked questions document posted online and included as an attachment in this 

email.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Dan Deitte, Superintendent 

 

 

 


